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Meat & poultry quality 


March 22 is deadline for comments on an Agricul- 
ture Dept. proposal for it to permit & rely on quality con- 
trol systems that meat & poultry processing plants install 
voluntarily. 


Under the proposal, plants processing meat or poul- 
try products—often convenience foods—could give Agri- 
culture plans for quality control programs & results of 
tests made for wholesomeness, Quality contro] programs 
would have to include 

@ Sanitation controls; 


@ Sampling, testing & observation of raw ingredients 
& final processed product; 

@ Control of handling, assembling, formulating, proc- 
essing, packaging & labeling of meat or poultry products; 


@ Recording, maintenance & continued use of all test 
information in determining whether products meet whole- 
someness requirements as well as information about any 
need to make changes to assure compliance. 


Quality control records would have to indicate (1) 
kina & number of tests made; (2) number of defects 
found; (3) acceptability of products, process, sanitation 
or equipment; (4) identification of product or process rep- 
resented by the sample. 


If Agriculture Dept. approved a processing plant’s 
quality contro] program as complying with the require- 
ments of the Federal Meat Inspection Act or Federal 
Poultry Products Inspection Act, Agriculture would des- 
ignate it as an accepted product control plant, meaning 
that it would be resporsible for the day-to-day sanitation 
& compliance with standards & labeling requirements. 
Agriculture’s inspectors then would monitor the program 
to be sure quality controls were carried out effectively & 
accurately rather than trying to inspect every step of proc- 
essing of meat or poultry products every day. 


Agriculture says this program would give consumers 
added assurance of the safety of meat or poultry products 
because inspectors would inspect a plant’s own quality 
control procedures as well as making his own inspections. 


Details—Federal Register: Nov. 8, 1973, page 30886. Send 


comments to Hearing Clerk, Agriculture Dept., Washing- 
ton, DC 20250; refer to date & page in Federal Register. 


Poison prevention packaging 


Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) will 
require poison prevention packaging of certain antifreezes 
& liquid household chemicals containing 10% or more (by 
weight) ethylene glycol. CPSC’s new regulation on child- 
proof packaging will go into effect for these products 
shipped by manufacturers after May 31. 


Ethylene glycol is the basic ingredient of car anti- 
freeze. It also is used in the “ink” of such products as felt 
stamping pads & felt tipped pens. These pads & pens are 
excluded from the regulation if they are made so that the 
ink is held within the felt material & the products are 
reasonably safe from abuse by children. 
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Under the regulation, ethylene glycol products will 
have to be packaged in containers that children under 5 


cannot open 85% of the tire, but adults can open 90% of 
the time. 


Details—Federal Register: Dec. 3, 1973, page 33280; April 
18, 1972, page 7631. CONSUMER REGISTER: May 15, 1972. 


Nutrition labeling 


April 19 is deadline for comments on Agriculture 
Dept.’s proposal to permit processors to voluntarily add 
nutritional labeling to processed meat & packaged poultry. 
Voluntary labeling, if used, would mean disclosure of such 
information as the vitamins, protein & minerals left in the 
food after cooking. 


Such nutritional information would have to be listed on 
the package—a can or wrapped fresh meat or poultry or 
container of frozen food—& would not require radical 
labeling changes. However, specific nutritional informa- 
tion would be required: 

@ When nutrients are added to a product; 


@ When a nutrition claim or information is presented 
on the label or in advertising. 


Nutrient quantities would be specified according to a 
serving or portion of the product. Thus, if a “serving” or 
“portion” is “2 links” or “2 frankfurters” in a package, all 
nutrient declarations would be based upon 2 frankfurters. 
The “serving” would have to be stated in recognizable 
household terms: in slices, pieces (such as sausage links) 
or number of 3-ounce servings, for example, in the pack- 
age or can. 


Agriculture’s proposed regulations would provide the 
same kind of nutrition information for meat & poultry 
that Food & Drug Administration (FDA) provides for 


other foods, except nutrition information would have to be 
listed for “before” & “after” cooking. 


Details—Federal Register; Jan. 11, page 1606; Jan. 19, 
1973, Part 2. CONSUMER NEws: Feb. 1, 1973. Send com- 
ments to Hearing Clerk, Agriculture Dept., Washington, 
DC 20250. 


Spray adhesives 


Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) re- 
moved its ban on the sale of 13 spray adhesives March 1. 


CPSC banned spray adhesives, which are used mostly 
in arts, craft hobbies & photography, in Aug. 1973 because 
research indicated that these glues were possibly involved 
in genetic damage to children born to users of the sprays. 
After the ban, additional studies were made & submitted 


to a pane] of researchers. The panel supported lifting the 
ban. 


The 13 brands of spray adhesives, which may return to 
the market, are as follows: 

@ Foil Art Adhesive—3-M Co. 

@ Scotch Brand Spra-Ment Adhesive—3-M Co. 

@ 3-M Brand Spray Adhesive 77—3-M Co. 





Sears Multi-Purpose Spray Adhesive—3-M Co. 
Scotch Brand Multi-Purpose Spray Adhesive—3-M 
38-M Brand Spray Trim Adhesive—3-M Co. 
Tuff-Bond Spray-Hesive—3-M Co. 
Scotch-Grip Brand Floral Adhesive 77—3-M Co. 
3-M Brand Shipping Mate Palletizing Adhesive 
Bear Brand Spray Trim Adhesive—3-M Co. 
Tri Chem Spray Mist Adhesive (11 oz. cans)—3-M 
@ Krylon Spray Adhesive—The Borden Co. 
@ Marshal’s Photo-Mount Spray Adhesive—The Bor- 
den Co. 


NOTE: CPSC held hearings Feb. 20 & 21 on the safety of 
aerosol sprays in general. Some of the groups represented 
at the hearings urged the Federal Government to impose 
strict controls on products sold in spray cans because of 
explosions & hazards to the user breathing fumes from 
spray cans. 


Details—Federal Register: Jan. 28, page 3582; Aug. 22, 
1973, page 22569; Aug. 29, 1973, page 23355. CONSUMER 
NEws: Sept. 1, 1973. CONSUMER REGISTER: Sept. 15, 1973. 


Banned hazardous products 


Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has is- 
sued regulations requiring consumers to be told how they 
can get their money back if a toy or other item they have 
bought has been banned as hazardous under the Federal 
Hazardous Substances Act. For the average consumer, 
these regulations will affect purchases of toys & other ar- 
ticles for children. 


Dealers are required to post signs, captioned “BAN- 
NED ARTICLES OR SUBSTANCES LIST AND RE- 
PURCHASE PROCEDURES,” telling customers 


@ Which products have been banned (on or after 
March 6), including model number or other distinguishing 
characteristics; 

@ Name & address of manufacturer; 

@ Date notice was received from manufacturer or dis- 
tributor (it is the manufacturer’s responsibility to notify 
wholesalers and/or retailers whenever one of his products 
is banned); 

@ Nature of hazards involved; 

@ How they can get a full refund. (Consumers can be 
reimbursed for “reasonable & necessary transportation 
charges” that include the actual costs of returning the ar- 
ticle by mail or car.) 


List of banned products must be posted 120 days. 
Details—Federal Register: Feb. 4, page 4469. 


Defective products 


When manufacturers, importers, distributors & retail- 
ers learn that a consumer product they make, import or 
sell may be unsafe or defective or does not comply with 
Federal safety regulations, they must report this fact to 
the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC). This 
must be done within 24 hours after they find out about 
the problem. (“Consumer products” include most products 
used in & around the home. Not included under CPSC’s 
jurisdiction are food, drugs, cosmetics, automobiles & some 
toxic substances, such as insecticides. Products not under 
CPSC are regulated by other Federal agencies.) 


CPSC’s regulations, which go into effect March 21, 
obligate industry to uncover & correct product defects. 
CPSC must be told 

@ Identity of the product; 

@ Name & address of manufacturer if known; 

@ Names & addresses of every distributor & retailer 
if known; 

@ Nature of defect or how product does not comply 
with the safety rule; 

@ Name & address of person who provides informa- 
tion about the product. 


Additional information, which is available concerning 
the hazard, will have to be reported within 48 hours, This 
includes: (1) how the information about the hazard was 
obtained; (2) copies of any consumer complaints received; 
(3) information on the kinds of injuries caused by use of 
product; (4) number of units involved; (5) what action 
will be taken to correct the defect; (6) how consumers 
will be notified of the defect; (7) how consumers can get 
refunds, replacements or repairs. 


If the manufacturers, importers, distributors & retail- 
ers fail to report defects or furnish required information, 
civil penalties of up to $500,000 could result. 


Details—Federal Register; Feb. 19, page 6061; Aug. 3, 
1973, page 20902. CONSUMER NEws: Oct. 15, 1973; Sept. 1, 
1973. 


Tequila (continued) 


A consumer, who signed his letter “Big Bend Texan,” 
tells us that Agave Tequilana Weber (“blue” variety), 
from which tequila is made, is not a cactus—as CON- 
SUMER REGISTER reported Jan. 15. He says Agave is in the 
amaryllis family, which is not even close to the cactus 
family. CR appreciates the botany lesson. 


Details—Federal Register: Dec. 5, 1973, page 33470. Con- 
SUMER REGISTER: Jan. 15. 


This listing is intended only as summary coverage of selected Federal Register items deemed of par- 
ticular interest to consumers, & it does not affect the legal status or effect of any document required or au- 
thorized to be published pursuant to Section 5 of the Federal Register Act as amended, 44 U.S.C. 1505. 
Federal Register is published Monday through Friday (except Federal Government holidays) by Office of 
the Federal Register, National Archives & Records Service, General Services Administration, Washington, 
DC. Subscriptions cost $5 a month or $45 a year & may be ordered from Superintendent of Documents, Govern- 
ment Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402. The superintendent also sells individual copies of Federal Register 
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